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FOREWORD
Today a mixed cultural and natural landscape characterizes the south San Francisco
Bay Area. This is the legacy of over two hundred years of contact between
indigenous and foreign peoples, plants, and animals. As each of the different peoples
who inhabited this space interacted with the environment, they altered the landscape,
reshaping it according to the values of their culture. The choices made by the earliest
inhabitants led over time to subtle changes, while more recent settlers have caused
more dramatic change. In either case, however, we must realize that the Santa Clara
Valley has been undergoing human induced change for thousands of years. The
Research Manuscript Series on the Cultural and Natural History of Santa Clara
is intended to contribute to the unraveling of this long-term process.
Santa Clara University faces its sesquicentennial and the millennium with an eye
toward educating a new generation sensitive to issues surrounding the transformation
of our social and natural world. This education is predicated on the critical
assessment of other points of view and lifeways. Undoubtedly, an appreciation of the
creation of our complex environment and our multicultural world will enable us to
better care for our globe.
The Series was born through the interaction of faculty and students in
Anthropology/Sociology, Biology and History who sought to understand how and why
humans have altered the landscape in the South Bay Area. It was believed that this
crossing of disciplinary lines would benefit students and, in turn, the campus and
larger community through the dissemination of their work. With this in mind, the
title of the Series was left specifically general to encourage a broader consideration of
our cultural and natural landscape.
We in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology are especially proud to begin
the Series with the revised theses of four of our graduating seniors. Their hard work
makes a contribution that will continue to benefit Santa Clara University through
docent and public education for years to come. Special recognition must go to Dr.
Russell Skowronek, the advisor for these four theses, both for his work with these
students, the creation of this Series, and his tireless efforts to uncover the rich history
of Santa Clara.
In conclusion, we would like to acknowledge and thank for their support of this series
the following individuals: Academic Vice President Steve Privett; Associate Academic
Vice President Don Dodson; Assistant to the President, George Giacomini; Peter
Facione, Dean, College of Arts & Letters; Julia O'Keefe, University Archivist;
Rebecca Schapp, Director, de Saisset Gallery & Museum; Bob Senkewicz, Chair,
Department of History; Janice Edgerly-Rooks, Biology; John McCormick, Physical
Plant; and Lorie Garcia, Planning Commissioner for the City of Santa Clara.
George Westermark, Chair
Associate Professor, Anthropology

PREFACE
When I joined the Department of Anthropology and Sociology at Santa Clara University in
1991, I was charged with the responsibility of improving the interpretation of SCU's mission
and pre-contact era past through museum enhancement and the development of a walking
tour of the historic components of the campus. With these, and other related personal
research goals in mind, I began my background research and came to be involved with the
Santa Clara County task force for the Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail. As
historical coordinator for this task force I sought to identify tangible evidence of Santa Clara
County' s cultural and natural past.
In 1993 I met with Janice Edgerly-Rooks (Biology) to obtain information on plant and animal
habitats in pre-contact Santa Clara County. At that time I learned of her proposal for oncampus environmental study areas and of Kerry Wilson's (Santa Clara Community Action
Program) plan for a community fruit and vegetable garden. Together we joined forces and
developed a proposal entitled, "Transformation of the Santa Clara University Landscape."
In this document we discussed how SCU's cultural and natural landscapes could be integrated
with a community garden, thus creating an opportunity for learning beyond the classroom
setting. With the support of the University the first phase of this outdoor classroom came in
the development of a "natural area" as a part of the 1994 Alameda Redevelopment Project.
At Santa Clara University there is a tradition of faculty working closely with students. The
Department of Anthropology and Sociology requires a Senior Thesis for each of its
graduates. During the 1993-94 academic year four seniors, Joanna Blume, Virginia Czosek,
Erin Reilly, and Grant Schick, elected to work with me on projects related to the cultural and
natural history of the Santa Clara area. These theses, focusing on local cultural ecology,
served as the catalyst for the Research Manuscript Series on the Cultural and Natural
History of Santa Clara. For twenty weeks during the Winter and Spring quarters of 1994,
the students worked as a team on their respective areas of research. At weekly meetings
their discoveries, and problems, were shared and discussed. Each of the theses was read and
commented upon by at least two Anthropology faculty members and by each of the students.
The goal of this process was clarity and consistency beyond that of the normal student
project. Although for the Series I have made some editorial changes and additions, the
former students should be very proud of their accomplishment.
In closing, I would like to extend recognition to a number of individuals not already
mentioned in the Foreword for their direct and indirect influence on these papers. They
include: Sandy Chiaramonte, Administrative Assistant, Department of Anthropology and
Sociology, SCU; Mark Hylkema, Caltrans archaeologist; Ohlone and Esselen descendants
Rosemary Cambra, Loretta Escobar-Wyer and Andrew Galvan; the San Jose Historical
Museum Advisory Board for the Peralta Adobe; and Joe Adamo, Steve Haze, Doni Hubbard,
Meredith Kaplan, Joan Throgmorton, and Phil Valdez members of the Task Force for the
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail.
Russell K. Skowronek, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Anthropology
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The Santa Clara Valley
And then man came from out the East, and 10, the Valley smiled.
And she took him to her bosom, and she loved him as her child.
She blessed him with her orchards, and she cheered him with her vine;
She fed him with her bounty, and she gladdened him with wine.
He builded there an altar and a happy home, I ween;
And his temple unto learning on gray Hamilton was seen. "
Ah , blest was he by nature past man's allotment here,
In that rarest, fairest valley ; in that home of peace and cheer.
Then Gilroy smiled to San Jose, and Saratoga's Spring
Called all the happy songsters just to hear the waters sing;
Adown Los Gatos' fairy vale a silver brooklet ran,
And Santa Clara seemed a dream to bless the soul of man.
And Almaden lay smiling, as a babe its mother cheers,
And so peaceful were the moments of the onward-tripping years
That the heart of man was gladdened, and he said: "I love thee best" -And so was Santa Clara's vale by God and nature blessed.
--A.J. Waterhouse
(San Jose Mercury 1896: ii)
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION
Prior to the arrival of the first Europeans on her shores, California was
ecologically and visually a radically different land than she would become in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The first prolonged European intervention in the
region in the form of the Spanish missions, as well as the successive waves of .
American immigration with the Gold Rush of the 1850' s, left a lasting legacy in the
form of their tremendous impact on the environment of California. Agriculture
fundamentally altered the appearance of the territory, replacing its native environment
with a man-made, cultivated one. The groves of oaks and grasslands which
comprised California's rich natural landscape were supplanted by the fields and
orchards of her European occupiers, and her flourishing riparian communities were
disrupted as their waters were diverted to serve as irrigation for the farms of the
Spanish and American settlers. Even California's indigenous peoples who for
millennia had utilized her resources without causing them appreciable harm were
displaced by the desire of the invading peoples for arable land.
There is a project currently underway to replicate native habitats and pre-Contact
landscapes in microcosm in various sites on the campus of Santa Clara University,
site of the eighth California mission and in the early American period a center of the
almost uninterrupted orchard of the Santa Clara Valley. This paper is meant to give
the reader a perspective on why these reproductions are necessary. 1. While it is
becoming more generally known that the introduction of agriculture in California
destroyed native lifeways and communities , both human and natural, there has not yet
been a systematic study of what the 'Spanish and their successors , the Americans ,
hoped to achieve with this introduction. To understand the process of this
transformation of the California environment and the reasons for it, it is necessary to
understand the participants in it. When visitors see the restored habitats at Santa
Clara in the future, their response will likely be a recognition of the beauty in these
environments and wonder as to how anyone could destroy them , thinking perhaps of
the current devastations of rainforests and redwoods and the economic gain that
prompts these. In this paper I will attempt to explain why this first change of
California's landscape took place, detailing the motives beyond the most obvious one
-- commercial exploitation of the land; for the reasons behind the transformations
1· The other manuscripts in this series also provide a view
of the Native American utilizations of the natural habitats and
resources of California and the changes California's landscape
has undergone at the hands of her successive possessors, the
Spanish, Mexicans, and Americans.
See Blume's Grasslands -- The
Forgotten Resource , Reilly's A River Ran Through It , and
Schick's The Ohlone and the Oak Woodlands .
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effected by both the Spanish and the Americans went much deeper than the purely
economic, and were intimately linked to their fundamental philosophies of life, of
man's place in the world and his role in relation to nature. While the changes in the
landscape these two groups initiated were deli berate , they were neither wholly
mercenary in character, nor did they invol ve the wanton destruction of a natural
landscape of recognized beauty and value. Instead, the Spanish and Americans both
believed they were imparting worth to California's lands by cultivating them. For the
Spanish, this paper will show , the goal of the institution of agriculture in California
was the creation of a Spanish citizenry, a New Spain; while for the Americans, it was
the recreation of Eden.

Methodology
The intention of this paper is to demonstrate the ideologies of agriculture held by
first the Spanish and later the Ameri cans , as well as their conceptions of its function
in their occupation of California. In order to establish the mindset of these peoples, I
have chosen to work directly with their writings , to allow the Spanish and American
occupiers of California to speak in their own words. This decision was influenced by
the fact that there are rela tively few secondary .sources which deal with the subject of
California agriculture, and virtually none which discuss its ideological aspects;
likewise, the many secondary works on the, missions generally do not deal with
agriculture beyond an enumeration of crops grown and techniques of cultivation.
However, my principal motivation in utilizing mainly primary sources was that these
are the most valid source of evidence for the ideologies possessed by their authors. It
is in their accounts of California that the beliefs of the Americans and Spanish are
contained, within these that they recorded their impressions of California in her
natural state and their conceptions of the changes they were effecting in their
cultivation of her soil , as well as the meanings they attributed to these.
The materials relating to the Spanish period with which I worked were the diaries
and letters of the missionaries themselves , as well as those of the Spanish military
figures who escorted the padres to the California mission sites; these chronicles are
the main locus of information pertaining to the missions, and the only source which
preserves the views of those who found ed and carried out the work of the missions.
Of the accounts of the soldiers, the key works I used were the several diaries of Juan
Bautista de Anza , who led a number of expeditions into California through Arizona to
develop a land route between Mexico and Alta Cal ifornia , as well as founding San
Francisco. His writings include descriptions of the Nat ive Americans of California,
comments on the state of the missions, and his perceptions of the pu rpose of these
institutions. Of the accounts of the missionaries, the letters and diari es of Junipero
Serra.Tirst superi or of the mission system, and Francisco Palou' s Nueva California'
and biography of Serra were particularly useful; both Serra and Palou clearly depi ct
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the work of the padres and demonstrate their goals in the missions, as well as their
constant focus on agriculture.
For the American period, I have utilized a variety of literary genres, all written
between 1845 and 1922. One main category which provided the sort of observations
on agriculture which I sought was the descriptive work; these writings detail the
resources and populations, the industries and institutions, of California, with
particular reference to her agricultural potential and exploitation. Histories comprised
another type of the sources I used; these nineteenth century works are extremely
subjective in nature, and include the author's personal perceptions of various aspects
of California history, particularly on land use and agriculture. Theodore Hittell' s
History of California offered much information on cultivation in California and
American conceptions of it; this account of California's past was punctuated with
Hittell's nineteenth-century philosophies of the prior occupants of the region and
pervaded by his opinions of agriculture of California. Travelogues were likewise
useful in determining American ideologies of agriculture in the nineteenth century.
Edwin Bryant's Travels in California, the chronicles of his journeys in California in
the 1840's before its transfer to American hands, provides glimpses of American
attitudes towards Mexican life and the nation's plans for the future of California,
particularly in terms of cultivation of the soil. A final form of literature which I
found helpful was promotional material about California; these books solicited
immigration to the region, offering profuse praise of California, particularly in its
agricultural capacities. Charles Nordhoff's California for Health, Pleasure, and
Residence, among others, described California's many attractions in glowing terms,
concentrating on the wealth to be derived from her soil.

3

CHAPTER 2

THE MISSION PERIOD

Sowing Salvation, Reaping Defense: Mission Agriculture in Alta California
The object sought by the Spanish in their establishment of the mission system of
Alta California was a transformation of its indigenous peoples, of the human
occupants of the region rather than of the land itself. Transforming the environment
directly was of secondary importance to the designs of the missionaries and of the
government which deployed them, .but was regarded as essential to the success of the
primary purpose of this Spanish occupation , and was therefore effected by the

rmssions.
The fundam ental intent of the Spanish in creating the mission system integrated
components of both a spiritual and temporal nature. The political aim of the mission,
its state-sanctioned goal , was the formation of a solid Spanish citizenry from the
native peopl es of California to protect and defend this northern frontier of Spain's
New World poss ession s against possible incursions of foreign nations, particularly the
British and Russians , whose presence in the more northerly reaches of the coast was
perceived by the Spanish as a potential threat. According to Father Palou, the desire
of the padres and the hope of the Spanish administration was that the native
Californians , intluenced by their contact with the missions and instruction therein,
"would settle in Catholi c towns so that, living as subjects of the Royal crown, they
would safeguard the coasts of this ... Pacific Ocean (Geiger 1955: 97)." The
religious objective undertaken in the missions was of course the conversion of the
Native Americans in California, the introduction of the light of the Catholic faith into
the darkness of their paganism in order to "teach them what was necessary for their
salvation (Bolton: 1930 Vol. II: 413)." Agriculture, in accordance with the Spanish
philosophy of it, became the principal means of furthering both goals, suited to the
promotion of each in the eyes of the Spanish by various properties of its meanings
and functions in their culture.
Agriculture was regarded as the basis of civilization by the Spanish, and in its
role as civilizing force was ideally suited to the translation of the "heathen" of
California into a population of farmers and citizens in the Spanish tradition.
Likewise, the implementation of agriculture as subsistence base allowed for the
support of the mission while the work of conversion was carried out. Instruction in
agriculture also comprised part of the conversion process itself, in that the cultivation
of the land was regarded by the Spanish as divinely mandated , the most holy way of
life. Grain, and in particular wheat, it was believed, "was destined by Divine
Providence to be the principal nourishment of men (de Herrera 1777 Volume III:

36)."
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The missions were thus from their inception inherently agricultural institutions.
Serra attested to the significance of agriculture in the missions, stating: "I hope that
more land will be under cultivation -- as much as possible. This is and always has
been our aim , since the beginning (Tibesar 1955 Volume I: 353)." The accounts of
the first missionaries, as well as those of the soldiers who accompanied them in the
establishment of the missions, demonstrate the importance of agricultural concerns in
choosing the sites for these religious outposts. After their passage through the
"sterile" lands of Baja California, these missionaries and military figures expressed
great pleasure at the sight of what they praised as the fertile lands of Alta California.
"We have seen an improvement in the country in every way, and have concluded...
that it may be suitable for seasonal crops and the planting of fruit trees," Anza
reported in his diary upon reaching Alta California (Bolton 1930 Volume II: 89). The
various journals of the padres and soldiers in the region contain numerous paeans to
the beauty of this new California with its increased vegetation, focusing on its
adaptability to cultivation as they compared these lovely lands with tilled fields: "this
very beautiful valley," wrote Father Crespi of the area near Los Angeles, "seemed to
us to be nothing less than a cultivated cornfield or farm (Bolton 1926 Volume I:
111). "
The presence of arable land and abundant water was strictly required for the
. creation of these missions. According to the account of one member of an early
expedition in search of mission sites, "this plain where the river runs is very
extensive. It has good land for planting all kinds of grain and seeds, and is the most
suitable site of all that we have seen for a mission, for it has all the requisites for a
large settlement (Bolton 1926 Volume I: 134)." In fact, even after missions were
established, they were frequently moved as many as three or four times because of
adverse agricultural conditions, from initial locations characterized by crop destruction
due to flooding or crop failure caused by generally poor soil to ones regarded as
possessing greater potential. The missionaries' interest in agriculture is indicated by
physical evidence as well as literary; many of the items brought to the founding of the
missions bespeak such a focus. The implements of cultivation were carried with the
padres to their missions, composing the bulk of the non-religious artifacts of these
settlements; at Santa Clara alone, the first inventory recorded two plowshares and
points, three dozen hoes, one dozen digging sticks, one dozen machetes, one dozen
sickles, and four plows, all the tools necessary to Spanish agriculture. Likewise, the
libraries of the missions, in addition to their religious texts, contained works on
agricultural matters; among others, the Secretos de Agricultura was found at both La
Purisima and Santa Ines, and the Agricultura General at Santa Clara and La Soledad
(Webb 1952: 54-5). The presence and evidence of usage of these books reflect the
importance of the practice of agriculture to the missionaries.
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The Way to a Man's Soul. ..
The topic of agriculture dominates the letters and diaries of the missionaries,
virtually every page of these accounts containing some reference to the welfare of the
mission crops, expressing either pleasure or concern at their progress. This
preoccupation with the produce of the cultivated fields, with yields and failures,
reflects the belief of the padres that the success of the missions was predicated upon
the fortunes of their crops. In its most basic sense, the agriculture of these religious
institutions represented their main source of food and thus was essential to the
sustenance of the padres and their Native American charges. In Spain, the padres'
homeland and point of reference, it was agriculture "on which depends the subsistence
of all peoples in general ;" and the missions adopted that mode of subsistence,
"maintaining themselves ," as Serra put it, "on [their] harvests (de Herrera 1777: 21;
Tibesar 1955 Volume II: 51)." But it was more than mere physical survival, or even
a cultural tradition , that rendered agriculture so indispensable to the objectives of the
padres.
Without agricultural produce, the Native Americans would find it necessary to
follow their accustomed round of seasonal movement to utilize available food sources,
and would be unable to remain at the mission year-round to receive instruction.
According to one of the missionaries, such temporal goods as the cultivation of crops
must be achieved in the missions, "because if these things were lacking the Indians
would not be able to attend mass ... for they would be obliged to be scattered abroad
in search of food and clothing ," \ and Father Serra concurred that the Native
Californians would be forced to resume their former lives in the wild were the
missions to fail in their agricultural capacities (Webb 1952 : 53).
Agriculture, in its
role as a steady food supply in a settled location, provided for the reduction of the
native population to the mission site and its maintenance therein; and thus it served
the crucial function of allowing the mission as religious institution to exist.
From the Spanish perspective, agriculture also served as a lure to the Native
Americans, its products seducing them into the missions; according to Anza, "most of
them receive conversion and faith by way of the mouth ... because they like our
grains and gifts of other things which they did not have and had never heard of
(Bolton 1930 Volume III: 119)." The native peoples were first conquered, it was said,
by their desire for food, for the material items which the mission could provide; "
they see the church and how nice it looks; they see the cornfields which appear
wonderful to their eyes; they see the throngs of children and all the rest of the people,
how they are all clothed , and sing, and eat in plenty , even though they have to work.
. . who doubts but this entices them? (Tibesar 1955 Volume II: 141)" In its role as
attraction, too , agriculture assisted the missions, providing an initial draw for the
indigenous populations and thus ensuring the presence of converts for the
ministrations of the padres. An increase in agricultural production was therefore to
be sought, as an abundance of crops would guarantee a growth in the population of
6

neophytes within the missions. The goal of the missions accordingly became the
maximizing of their harvests . Palou suggested that making larger plantings would
attract more heathen to the missions, acting as "a great inducement, as the Indians are
very poor, on account of the scarcity of wild seeds and game (Bolton 1926 Volume
III: 219)." It was thus that, as Serra wrote, the labor of the missionaries in the fields
and their imparting of agricultural skills to their neophytes "has but one holy end in
view;" for by this work they were able to both provide for the support of the mission
as well as the presence of neophytes, thus enabling the mission's spiritual function
--the process of conversion-- to be undertaken (Tibesar 1955 Volume II: 327).

The Civilizing Influence of Wheat and Quinces
The secular aspect of the missions involved their intention of a permanent transfer
of Spanish culture to the New World for the security of Spain's empire, a transfer
which was to assume the form of the transformation of the indigenous groups of
California into an Hispanic people. Agriculture served as a primary tool in this
civilization of the native peoples of California for the Spanish, both as a method of
achieving their acculturation and as an element of the culture imparted by the padres.
The Native Americans of California were regarded as inferior by the Spanish,
particularly due to their lack of agriculture and their alternative food-gathering
techniques; they were described as ignorant and miserable, less than fully human:
"they have hanging over them the curse which God put on Nebuchadnezzar, like
beasts eating the grass of the fields , and living on herbs and grass seeds, with a little
game from deer, hare, ground squirrels, mice, and other vermin (Bolton 1931: 109)."
Their hunting and gathering activities, according to the Spanish, were uncertain in
their yields and thus the subsistence they offered, and were in fact more
life-threatening than beneficial, placing these native peoples in constant danger of
being mauled by bears or poisoned by snakes. But the Native Californians were
nonetheless content in these primitive methods of obtaining their sustenance, as well
as in the crude foods they consumed and the unfavorable conditions in which their
livelihood was sought; they knew nothing of agriculture in their natural state, and thus
"care[d] nothing for the conveniences of life which civilized men so much love
(Bolton 1930 Volume II: 261)." 2.

2* Anthropologists, in contrast with these Spanish writers,
recognize that the lifestyle and culture of the Native
Californians was both valuable and viable. The other manuscripts
in this series offer a more realistic view of the lifeways of the
Native Californians; see Blume's Grasslands -- The Forgotten
Resource,
Reilly's A River Ran Through It , and Schick's The
Ohlone and the Oak Woodlands .
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In contrast with the wretched existence of the hunter-gatherer natives of
California, the Spanish believed, the agricultural basis of their own way of life
provided for an advanced degree of comfort and civilization. The implementation of
agriculture in California, in the view of the Spanish, "banish[ed] from this country
hunger and starvation by supplying it with overflowing abundance" of the crops of the
mission fields and gardens (Tibesar 1955 Volume II: 145)." More amenable to the
support of life, the system of cultivation provided better and more secure conditions
for humans, free from the risks associated with the hunting and gathering practices of
the native peoples. The Spanish ideology accorded agriculture an elevated position; it
was, they asserted , the manifestly superior way of life, and while the native
Californians were termed "bestias" in reflection of their barbarity, of the similarity of
their lifestyle and their food sources to those of wild animals, the Spanish were "gente
de razon," their reason guiding them towards a settled life and agriculture (Weber
1991: 77) . The cultivation of the soil , as the Spanish conceived of it, was essential
both to the development of humans and to the state itself; according to the
Agricultura General, the treatise on agricultural methods and concepts which the
missionaries of Santa Clara brought with them to their post, one who grows crops
"gives the State a benefit more real and true than all the refinements of politics (de
Herrera 1777 Volume III: 2) ."
Agriculture, as both the indicator of a fuIly rational and human society and a
foundation of the state itself, was regarded by the Spanish as a strong civilizing force
and thus a primary tool of their own attempts to create citizens and reasonable human
beings from the barbarians they encountered in California. Agriculture possessed the
capacity to civilize both internaIly and externally, as through the act of cultivation,
learned from the Spanish missionaries, the native Californians would gain the
appearance of civilization; and in the process of tiIling the soil, the desire for
civilization would be inspired in them and their metamorphosis from savage to citizen
would be effected from within. Training the natives in the working of the earth, first
of all, gave them the means to sustain themselves as a settled, Hispanic people; their
agricultural instruction would "accustom the newly baptized to the cultivation of the
soil, that with the fruits they would thereby reap they could maintain themselves as
human beings and not like birds, which they imitated in collecting the wild seeds
produced by nature (Geiger 1955: 101)." These useful arts which were inculcated in
the native peoples by the padres would aIlow them to support themselves as useful
members of the community, the temporal lessons taught by the missionaries serving
"to civilize them , so that they would have what was needed for food and clothing
(Geiger 1955: 213)." The neophytes lived much as did the farmers of Spain ,
residing in a community and working the fields in common. They were also
encouraged towards individual efforts , given smaIl gardens of their own to work
which would impart to them a love of agricultural pursuits, and "have them grow
fond of an industrious life (Geiger 1976: 109)." It was through this enforced
cultivation of the soil, more than any other aspect of mission life, that the padres
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believed the native Californians would "learn culture and progress (Geiger 1955:
101). "

A Harvest of Faith
Agriculture was so integral to the mindset of the Spanish that the padres even
couched their religious mission of conversion in agricultural terms. Just as the land
of California was not tilled prior to their arrival, so the missionaries frequently
described the peoples of California as "uncultivated" in their natural state.
Agriculture was so closely linked to civilization in their philosophy that these native
Californians could be seen as not being utilized to their full potential without Spanish
culture, just as land without agriculture was not fully developed. As they cultivated
and thus improved the land, so the missionaries would "cultivate" the people of
California through their introduction of the superior Spanish lifestyle. In the early
days of the missions, Serra described the opportunities of these institutions, both in
relation to land and people, with an agricultural metaphor: "Why then should I not
desire to see these establishments multiplied in so vast an uncultivated field where if
one puts his hand to work, the same great results in both spiritual and temporal
matters will be obtained? (Tibesar 1955 Volume II: 79)"
This metaphor is sustained
throughout the accounts of the missionaries in their depictions of their work. The
native population of California was for them a "mystic vineyard," and they the
labourers of the Lord, "the religious who ... devote themselves to that blessed field
of labour (Geiger 1955: 162; Tibesar 1955 Volume III: 311)." The souls of the
natives of California were regarded as "so great a harvest;" and it was, according to
the missionaries, "the proper season for gathering it into Holy Church," bringing
these heathen to the true faith and salvation as the crops were gathered into the
storehouses (Geiger 1955: 82). The religious instruction of the fathers, as the work
of the farmer in the field, reaped abundant "spiritual fruit" in the form of the converts
brought to the missions, and the vineyard of the Lord, represented by California, was
"cultivated and increased by the great number of souls" saved through baptism by the
padres (Geiger 1955: 162). The Spanish missionaries in all of their work in
California saw her people as land, as possessing a potential for "cultivation" much as
did California's land itself. The California soil could be farmed, converted to
productive use by agriculture; her natives, likewise, could be civilized and converted
to functioning Catholic and Hispanic peoples.

Old World Redux
The ultimate goal of the mission system was to recreate Spain in the California
landscape, to reproduce in this distant land the atmosphere of old Spain in its physical
9

environment as well as cultural life. Agriculture was the primary method by which
both these metamorphoses were achieved. The peoples of California, as discussed
before, were to be Christianized and Hispanicized, civilized and improved by their
education in agriculture; the landscape likewise was to be improved by cultivation, its
conditions transformed into ones more closely resembling those of agricultural Spain,
in which the new farmers of this New Spain might replicate the activities of their Old
World counterparts. The expedition to found the first three California missions,
inaugurated in 1768, was provided by the Visitador-General with "every type of seed .
from both Spain and New Spain. Nor did he forget even the smallest things, such as
seeds for vegetables, flowers, and flax because as he saw it, that land should be fully
fertile, and, as it was about the same latitude as Spain, would lend itself for the
growing of these things (Geiger 1955: 55)." The similarities in climate between
Spain and California encouraged the missionaries to plant the same crops as were
grown in the motherland, and the types of agriculture which had been implemented in
Spain for centuries, grain and fruit growing as well as gardening, were instituted in
California. From the first days of the missions, Palou attested, the padres "planted
some cultivated grapes brought from Old California and so have already produced
wine , not only for use at Mass but also for the table. Also they have grown the fruits
of Spain, such as pomegranates, various kinds of peaches, quinces, etc.; and they
grow very good vegetables (Geiger 1955: 179).."
Wheat in particular was grown in the mission fields; as the staple crop of Spain,
it was regarded, according to the Agricultura General brought by the padres to
Mission Santa Clara, as "the best of all crops, and the one of all the grains which is
the most profitable," and as mentioned before, as even the divinely ordained food of
man (de Herrera 1777 Volume III: 25). It was this bias towards Spanish crops which
made wheat the preferred grain in the missions as well, despite the fact that its yields,
at fifteen to one, were considerably smaller than those of corn, which was more
suited to California's lands and produced one hundred and nine times the amount
which was planted. A "conscious policy" was implemented to increase the wheat
harvests in the missions; in the planting season following each year that declines or
failures were realized in the wheat crops, more wheat rather than more corn was
sown in compensation, so that by 1800, the less than ideal wheat comprised about
seventy percent of the harvest of staples in the mission system (Archibald 1977:
269-273). Spain's methods of cultivation were also translated virtually unchanged to
California; the same techniques and tools as were traditionally utilized in the Old
World became those of the New. Irrigation in particular was adopted in the missions;
Spain's primary means of producing crops in marginal or arid regions, it was
extremely useful, the padres found, in California's seasonally drought-stricken lands.

California's mission lands were in fact depicted by the padres and soldiers as
surpassing those of Spain and Mexico in their agricultural produce, particularly in the
size and quality of their yields. The mission harvests were described as tremendous,
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and numerous of the crops as attaining an excellence unknown elsewhere. Of the
products of the mission fields, Anza wrote, "I have seen no other region so
advantageous as this for ... the production of the principal grains suitable for food,
which is remarkable, for it produces these as well as most kinds of vegetables. And
the climate afforded these latter at the time of transplanting them is such that with
only this effort they grow so tender and large that I have not seen their equal even
among those best cultivated (Bolton 1930 Volume III: 119)." Father Font concurred
with Anza's estimation of the quality of these mission crops, and included glowing
praise for the abundant yields; he termed the sight of such fields and crops a
"benediction of God (Bolton 1931: 303)." Indeed, the abundance of the harvests at
the missions was interpreted by the missionaries in a religious context; not only did it
advance the spiritual objective of these institutions by allowing for more neophytes at
each mission, but the immense quantity of crops reaped appeared to the missionaries
as evidence of God's favor, a divine affirmation of their activities. The large yields
from the mission fields were seen as God's blessings, as proof that "God, his Divine
Majesty, has smiled upon us;" the missionaries believed that "by planting crops we
may be able to replant our voices, with all assurance that with the favor of God the
most abundant harvests for things both eternal and temporal may be reaped (Tibesar
1955 Volume II: 115; Bolton 1930 Volume IV: 144)."
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CHAPTER 3
THE AMERICAN PERIOD

Ideology and Agriculture:An Overview
The Americans who settled in California beginning in the mid-nineteenth
century shared the Western prejudice for agriculture which their predecessors in the
region, the Spanish, had possessed. Their attitudes towards agriculture derived
specifically from those of the European groups who had established themselves in
eastern North America, bringing with them the agrarian techniques and philosophies
which were to become those of the fledgling United States. Agriculture .was the
primary relationship to the land of these European-Americans, who regarded
cultivation of the earth not solely in practical terms of survival, but also in an
ideological sense, as the defining factor of civilization and a determinant of the moral
'character of its practitioners. Their world view was demarcated, as was that of the
Spanish, on the basis of land use , between those who practiced agriculture and those
who did not , with the agricultural understood as the socially and morally superior way
of life. The development of agriculture was, to the Americans, "the dawn of
civilization", for rather than with the origination of tools or fire, "it was with the first
deliberate planting of a seed and cultivation of a plant that the darkness of the racial
night began really to lift. And it is to the degree of his loyalty to this first great
science-art that man is a success or failure in the world today! (Lacy 1988: 36)"
Agriculture was thus the basis of civilization, and as such conferred upon those who
tilled the soil the distinction of being fully civilized, while those who gathered their
food by other means were of a lesser status. The concept of a social hierarchy,
extending from the most barbaric to the most enlightened of human societies, was
extremely influential in American thought during the early nineteenth century. Of the
stages so ranked, that of the "hordes" who survived by hunting was lowest,
pastoralism occupied a middle position, and the societies at the pinnacle practiced
agriculture (Smith 1950: 218).
The Americans maintained that agriculture was not merely the foremost way of
life in that it correctly utilized the land and provided for a better social order and
greater prosperity, but that it somehow created of its practitioners a virtuous people,
superior even to those members of agricultural societies who inhabited cities.
Commerce and industry may have been regarded as progress, but in the basic
ideology of the American people, the life of a farmer retained its position of
distinction, for while "cities are the sores of the political body, where the bad matter
of the state is concentrated, what healthful habitudes of mind and body are afforded
by agricultural enterprises! (Smith 1950: 171)"
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It was likewise believed that man had been given a divine mandate to
agriculture, deriving particularly from Genesis 1:28, which read "Increase and
multiply, replenish the earth and subdue it" and was interpreted as referring to
cultivation of the earth (Weinberg 1935: 74). Man was believed in a religious sense
to gain land by virtue of the Creator's command, and thus was obligated to use the
land according to this ordination.

The American attitude toward agriculture also involved an element of social and
political theory, likewise favoring the rural life over that of the city. "The real
builders of the world [are] the men who clear the brush, level the land, plant,
cultivate, and reap," William Smythe, a Californian and philosopher of agriculture,
wrote in the late nineteenth century, reflecting the integral role which agriculture and
those who performed it were considered to play in the construction of society, and the
degree to which the success of a civilization was attributed to this segment (Smythe
1899: 33). A member of the House of Representatives of the 1850's likewise lauded
the contribution of agriculture to the health of the state:
The pleasures and virtues of rural life have been the theme of poets and
philosophers in all ages. The tillage of the soil was the primary employment
of man. Of all arts, it is the most useful and necessary. It has justly been
.styled the nursing father of the State,' for in civilized countries all are equally
dependent upon it for the means of subsistence (Smith 1950: 171).
This concept was affirmed by the settlers of California, who believed with Smythe
that their occupation of the new territory involved the "creation of a new and ampler
civilization ... and agriculture must be its foundation (Smythe 1899: 132)." This
ideology of agriculture, of the social and moral superiority of cultivation, as well as
of its political necessity and the virtues of rural life, was extremely influential in
determining the character of westward expansion in the nineteenth century.
Americans envisioned the future of their continent lying not in cities and the corrupted
civic life, but in a nation of farms; the civilized rural life was the goal of those who
pushed the frontier westward. The Americans who entered California subscribed to
this philosophy, and saw themselves as founding an agricultural society "where might ,
finally be realized the ... dream of a life on the land for the greatest possible
number of Americans (Starr 1973: 192)."

From this Wilderness . . .
A concept central to the American worldview and their attitude towards
agriculture, as well as the dominant paradigm by which their encounter with
California was framed, was that of wilderness and paradise. This dichotomy was an
integral part of Western, Judeo-Christian thought, with biblical roots; the precedent
13

for the paradigm was found in the Genesis account of the Garden of Eden and the
expulsion from it into wilderness, and both biblical and historical examples of the
search for paradise and the wandering through hostile, wild lands were known to the
Americans. The narrative of the garden and its loss, as well as the subsequent
recreations of it in different settings, impressed upon the minds of the Americans that
wilderness and paradise were diametrically opposed, both in their physical and
spiritual meanings.
According to the Western philosophy of the supremacy of agriculture to which the
Americans of the nineteenth century subscribed, it was essential that man exert his
will, with its taming influence, on nature. Land in its natural state was wilderness,
perceived by the Americans as threatening to man, one of the greatest evils and
sources of potential harm the world held for him. Value in the land, in the eyes of
the Americans , was in its agricultural potential; its worth derived from its degree of
cultivation. "The 'best' trees ," they believed, "produced food or shelter while 'good'
land was flat, fertile , and well -watered (Nash 1968: 8)."
Wild land lacked
cultivation and thus the ordering influence of civilization; it was unpredictable,
chaotic , and implied the same madness and lack of reason as did the people of the
wilds. The wilderness of California was termed by the Americans who encountered it
a "barbarous desert ," and "savage nature," the same derogatory appellations applied
to the peoples of California (Truman 1874: 139; Hanson 1896: 37).
These lands were regarded as a moral vacuum; for drought and its ensuing
wilderness were considered a divine curse, God's disapproval made manifest.
California, with its desert-like regions , was called "the land that God forgot" by the
Americans. The conditions of these lands, they believed, indicated that God was not
present in them. A value judgement was applied to the wilderness based on the
absence of agriculture; described as a "barren waste," a term which implies sterility
or at the very least a lack of the utilization, California seemed worthless in its natural
state to the people of cultivators who came into contact with her. "The first aspect of
the state," these Americans declared, "especially in summer, is not encouraging; the
brown and burnt hills , and the dusty roads running through wide sections of her
apparently barren plains , seem to promise anything but plentiful harvests, or
agricultural wealth (Brace 1869: 311)." In this wasteland, nothing of any merit to an
agricultural people grew; in all of California, "there was no indigenous product of
value or to which cultivation could give value," and none of the native plants served
to relieve the impression of infertility left by the California landscape (Warner 1891:
19). The image provided by the region's physical environment was decidedly
forbidding to the Americans, who found nothing of beauty in the lands or their
vegetation; with its "forsaken appearance," California "was far from attracting a long
stay in this locality (Gates 1967: 120) ."
Wilderness and paradise were divided on an agricultural basis; while wilderness,
the concept of least value to Americans , was defined by its lack of cultivation,
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paradise, the term of most value, implied the working of the soil. The word paradise
itself meant garden, taken from the ancient Persian term, "pairidaeza", and its
reference for the Americans was to the Garden of Eden, the perfection of agriculture
and a biblical exhortation to cultivate the land. The distinction between wilderness and
paradise in California was epitomized by the encounters with the missions related by
Americans in accounts of their travels in California in the 1840's. American visitors
wrote of their approach to the various missions through a desert or wasteland, and
their relief at the sight of these green oases of cultivation in the midst of its desolate
surroundings which "afforded a most delightful contrast from the usually uncultivated
landscape we have been travelling through (Bryant 1967: 391)."
Another traveller
described the welcoming aspect of the mission gardens after the wilderness through
which he had passed, declaring "it was a sight to rejoice the eyes and make our
mouths water ... The Mexican tenant of this earthly paradise in California allowed
us to inspect his domain and gave us permission to eat as much fruit as we wanted -adding that there was no forbidden fruit in his garden (Wilbur 1979: 370)."
In the end, California was redeemed for the Americans by their realization that
her sterile appearance was deceiving, that she harboured a wonderful adaptability to
cultivation. Her agricultural capabilities possessed more value than all her resources
of gold. While the barren landscape of California was presently unappealing, the
fields and orchards they envisioned in her empty lands would be all that was
"splendid and picturesque (Mars 190 I: 67)." With paradise thus understood as
agriculture and civilization in contrast with the savage desert the Americans perceived
California to be, it was not her natural state which made the region attractive to them,
but what could be done with her by an industrious people; her worth was not in what
she was, but what she could become.

. . . A Paradise
Though California with its deserts was no "ready made Providence," the
American settlers there saw themselves at least "in the midst of the raw materials of
Providence." After all, they realized, "It is our business to make them serve us
(Markham 1914: 167)." And they were confident of their ability to effect California's
metamorphosis from godforsaken to Garden; one early American immigrant evidenced
a typical reaction at the site of the land he would farm, declaring "I can make a
paradice [sic] out of it. Lawns and flours [sic] and fruits of all kinds (Lillard 1966:
54). "
The Americans in California viewed themselves as having entered into a
partnership with God , who had left the world incomplete to be fulfilled by man
through agriculture and its glorious concomitant Civilization; in cultivating the lands
of California, Americans thus thought they were "engaged in finishing the world
(Smythe 1899: 329)." A responsibility indeed, and the writings of the
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nineteenth-century 'Americans in California abound with recountings of and references
to the holy process of transformation they had initiated. The state, one author
asserted, "was a cactus and sage brush patch, a forbidding waste ... we must
necessarily admire the energy, industry and skill which has made such a wilderness
blossom as the rose;" another American concurred that "its forbidding aspect changes
under the hand of culture to the smiling verdure of a veritable Eden (Hanson 1896:
82; Truman 1874: 146)." In still another work, California's metamorphosis was
lauded as an epic achievement rivaling those chronicled in the ancient classics, the
Iliad and the Aeneid; the Americans had "grapple[d] with the desert, translate[d] its
gray barrenness into green fields and gardens, banish[ed] its silence with the laughter
of children (Smythe 1899: xi)." In the Santa Clara Valley, "the sterile desert has
become a fruitful plain ... upon every hand and to every sense there is a
transformation that would scarce be looked for outside Arabian romance-(Foote 1888:
17). "
Irrigation was a primary tool of the transformation of California; through its use,
it was believed, man could relieve the curse of sterility which tainted California in the
eyes of the Americans. Water was the salvation of the wasteland of California,
whose soil was so rich despite its desolate appearance that the cultivator needed only
"the life-giving agency of water to transform the desert into luxurious fields and
gardens (Quastler 1971: 237)." Irrigation possessed an ideological component for the
Americans as well; its practice was sanctioned and ennobled by its history, as the key
factor in the creation of the garden spots of the globe, from Babylon and Baghdad to
ancient Rome and Egypt. The artificial hydration of the land was a process "as old
as the world itself, carried on since time immemorial ... as far back as the days of
Moses ... there are several beautiful passages in the Old Testament which refer to it
(Truman 1874: 107)." Even the Garden of Eden itself, one author suggested, was the
product of irrigation, citing a biblical passage referring to a river which ran from
Eden to water the Garden. Americans believed that through the utilization of
irrigation, man asserted his independence from and dominion over nature; by
controlling the water so necessary for agriculture and thus for both survival and
civilization, man was no longer at the mercy of nature, subject to its vicissitudes.
Irrigation thus was regarded as a good, a blessing to man, for "nothing is so crude,
uncalculating, and unscientific as the childlike dependence on the mood of the clouds
for the moisture essential to the production of the staple necessities of life (Smythe
1899: 21)." The implementation of irrigation was for the Americans a divine
procedure, the work of God himself; as they transported water to their crops, humans
adopted a creative role, as minor deities. "Irrigation," wrote William Smythe, one of
the foremost theorists and proponents of this process in California, "is a religious rite.
Such a prayer for rain is intelligent, scientific, worthy of man's divinity. It is a
blending of the material with the spiritual. It is inspired by knowledge of the
universal law; it aims at the accomplishment of results in line with the Universal
Purpose (Smythe 1899: 330)."
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The Aesthetics of a Well-Planned Land
We are not made to be content on nature's lower levels; for that spark of
divinity within us --Imagination-- suggests to us progress and improvement.
The arts which make life beautiful are those that graft upon the wildings of
nature the refinements and harmonies which the Deity through the imagination
is ever suggesting to us (Scott 1886: 15).
In agriculture and gardening, the Americans viewed their efforts as constraining
the roughness of nature and replacing it with cultivated landscapes of polished
elegance, adjusting their environment to the needs of civilization. Their spatial
standard of beauty valued an ordered landscape and cleared land; attractive gardens
and farms were those that were neatly and "tastefully laid out (Gates 1967: 110)."
Farms and orchards, to demonstrate their improvement over wild fields and forests,
were to be carefully planned and planted with geometric precision. It was with this
aesthetic mindset that Americans set out to create their California Eden. In California
Fruits and other books of agricultural reference, Edward Wickson advised that "It is
very desirable, both for convenience in cultivation and for the beauty of the orchard,
that the trees should stand in straight lines, and care should be taken to attain that end
(Wickson 1926: 85)." He included detailed instructions for the California farmer on
arranging the trees in his orchard in designs from triangles and squares to hexagons
and quincunxes. The trees themselves were pruned each into the same shape, their
natural tendencies to grow in an untidy manner ruthlessly checked and overcome by
their planter; the tree in its wild state was, he asserted, "rude and crude" from a
civilized standpoint (Wickson 1926: 106).
Even monuments such as the Yosemite Valley were not impervious to the
Americans' plans to better their environment; one writer suggested that the
expenditure of a hundred thousand dollars could materially improve the appearance of
the valley by means of "a little judicious and skillful combing down of the wildness"
at the hands of a "thorough landscape gardener (Nordhoff 1973: 77)." California's
wilds were considered beautiful in their own right only when they approximated the
effects of cultivation. Groves of trees that naturally resembled landscaped parks were
deemed almost as attractive as if they had been arranged by man's hand , "as
artistically disposed in groups and single trees as though the most skillful landscape
gardener had planted them, and finer ... than any oaks you can find outside of an
old English park (Nordhoff 1973: 161)."
To the Americans, then, beautiful land was land cultivated, each orchard and
garden an addition of loveliness to its surroundings. The Santa Clara Valley in
particular was praised for its beauty; it was, Edwin Markham wrote, "one hundred
and twenty-five square miles of orchard, all one trembling sea of bloom , a divine
victory of color (Markham 1914: 243)." The attractiveness of the California land for
the Americans was due to artificial conditions, the shaping and cultivating of it they
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achieved through their plantings. Cultivation, they believed, was able to modify and
refine the objectionable features of the landscape. In Santa Clara and elsewhere, the
worthless indigenous plants were unceremoniously uprooted in favor of the crops of
the East and Europe, "the primitive plants and trees being replaced by vineyards and
orchards," the grapes which made the finest European wines supplanting California's
wild grapes and English walnuts taking the place of the indigenous oak trees with
their acorns (Mars 1901: 63). At last, and through their efforts, the Americans
thought, California was beginning to show her true beauty.

In Search of a Worthy Steward: Manifest Destiny and the Expropriation of
California
Americans conceived of agriculture as so essential to human society that they
believed that natural law required the cultivation of the land, and that the title to land
devolved upon those who cultivated it.
According to a frontier author of the 1840's,
"whoever takes wild land, and clears it, and cultivates it, makes it his own -- he's a
right to it;" thus signifying clearly that legal rights to land were believed to be
conferred simply by the act of farming it (Smith 1950: 228). A journalist for the
United States Magazine wrote of this imperative to agriculture: "The law of nature .
. enjoins on every man that he contract his claim of soil to equal bounds, and pursue
that manner of life which is most consistent with the general population of the earth,
and the increase of happiness to mankind (Weinberg 1935: 77)." The lifestyles of the
pastoralist and the hunter, he stated , demanded too much land and did not contribute
to civilization; thus, they violated the natural law.
The Spanish missionaries to the Californias exhibited a similar Western bias
towards agriculture. But while the Spanish attempted to translate the wild California
into a New Spain, their mission likewise included the transformation of the
indigenous peoples into Spanish citizens and cultivators of the land. The Americans,
however, while effecting in the California landscape what they saw as the conversion
of a wasteland into a garden, did not share the Spanish philosophy of conversion of
the Californian people. They saw these "inferior" occupants not as a part of the
landscape to be improved by agriculture and contact with a superior people, but rather
as an obstacle to the transformation of the land, an impediment to be removed and
replaced with the Americans themselves, a people by their definition more suited to
the possession of such a land. The Americans brought a lurid racism to their
occupation of California, a racism which reflected their agricultural mindset, for at
the heart of American criticisms of the Native American and Mexican inhabitants of
California was the issue of land use. The perceived inability of these peoples to
correctly use the land was integral to the concept of Manifest Destiny and provided in
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large part the justification for the American appropriation of California and
displacement of its residents.l"

Native Californians
Nineteenth-century American depictions of the Native Americans of California
were overwhelmingly negative, the voices of the few champions of Native American
rights in the region drowned by the chorus of their denouncers. The criticisms
expressed by Americans were those only an agricultural people would make, focusing
on the lifestyle of the Native Americans and most fundamentally on their mode of
subsistence. This racism pervades virtually all American writings on California, from
descriptive works and travel accounts to histories of the state. One work which is
particularly representative of American attitudes towards native Californians is
Theodore Hittell's late nineteenth-century, four-volume History of California, which
presents detailed descriptions of the food gathering and preparation practices of these
peoples, as well as evaluative commentary on these. Americans saw the Native
Americans of California as a savage, miserable people, only barely surviving by their
primitive hunting and gathering , and possessing none of the blessings of civilized
society in their condition of "absolute barbarism and wretchedness (Nordhoff 1973:
236)." . Hittell portrayed the California prior to American occupation as, of all the
lands of the 'world , "the most remote, the wildest, the most uncultivated, and
inhabited by a people the most abject , the most squalid, the most brutish of human
beings." They lived, he asserted , "as wild animals lived , entirely dependent upon
what unassisted nature offered them, fattening and increasing in times of plenty and
starving and diminishing in times of scarcity . .. almost as degraded as any human
beings on the face of the earth," showing clearly the extent of the association of
civilization with agriculture, to the point that these Native Americans who did not
practice agriculture were not seen as fully human. They did not control nature as did
the Americans, but instead were subject to its unpredictability, and "being thus solely
dependent upon the bounty of nature, they were sometimes exposed to scarcity and
famine; and even und er the most favorable circumstances, they were obliged to make
frequ ent migrations from place to place according to the seasons and the wild harvests
(Hittell 1897: 728, 777)." The derogatory term for Native Americans coined by
American settlers in California clearly reflects their valuation of agriculture: they
were called "Diggers ... They did not cultivate the soil, but lived upon what they
could gather on top of the ground (Hittell 1897: 732). ,,4.

3* Editor's Note-- For more on this
Almquist 1971; Hurtado 1988.

issue see:

Heizer and

4* These American depictions of the Native Californians, as
those of the Spanish, were distorted by the personal prejudices
of their authors.
For a more accurate view of the lives of the
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The types of foods which composed the Native Californian diet likewise
contributed to impressions of their barbarity; they were considered to eat virtually
anything, and those food items they consumed which were unpalatable to Americans
were particularly emphasized by authors. Their food consisted of a "chance harvest
of seeds, nuts, berries and roots, together with easy catches of lizards, gophers,
squirrels, grasshoppers, worms, and fishes," which not only seemed meagre fare to
Americans accustomed to agricultural produce, but also contained elements which
were decidedly unappetizing to them (Markham 1914: 41). "Most of their food," one
author wrote in 1869, "is such as a white man could not eat, unless reduced to mean
starvation ... acorn bread is baked in the ground in an irregular mass, not at all
handsome to the eye or agreeable to the palate, mixed with leaves and dirt ... nuts,
roots, and berries are eaten raw, and bugs, lizards and snakes are all considered good
for food;" and not only were these food sources unappealing, but they also were also
not even conducive to good health: "they do not contain much nutriment as compared
with an equal bulk of those articles commonly used for food by the Caucasian race
(Hittell 1869: 52)." That this prejudice against the Native Americans of California
was rooted in land use and subsistence base, not merely in race, is demonstrated by
the fact that the Native Californians were compared unfavorably with the Native
Americans of the East, who practiced agriculture, and, according to Hittell, "can
hardly be considered in any respect of the sarne blood (Hittell 1897: 729)."

Mexican-Californians
In the view of the Americans, the Spanish approached the level of civilization
attained by the Americans themselves. The missions had been secularized and
California had reverted to Mexican control by the time the bulk of the American
migration reached California in the mid-nineteenth century, but the missions seemed
to them remnants of the presence of a more civilized society, their gardens and fields,
though unkempt and overgrown, bespeaking an agricultural potential not apparent .in
the rest of the wild California landscape. The aforementioned "oases in desert"
encounters of American travelers with the missions demonstrate this attitude; such
religious institutions were regarded by Americans as small islands of cultivation and
civilization in the midst of a sea of barbarity and wilderness. In these mission
ouposts, the padres "engraved on the heart of that remote wilderness, the features of
civilization and the name of God (Farnham 1947: 111)."

Native Americans of California, see the other manuscripts in this
series: Blume's Grasslands -- The Forgotten Resource , Reilly's A
River Ran Through It , and Schick's The Ohlone and the Oak
Woodlands.
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In contrast, the Mexican society in California was largely pastoral, and as such,
occupied a lower position on the scale of social evolution than that of the fully
agricultural Americans. Although they were considered somewhat more advanced than
the Native Americans of California, the inferiority of the Mexicans was compounded
by the fact that despite the agricultural heritage that was theirs from the Spanish they
did not cultivate the earth to any meaningful degree. To the Americans, then, the
Mexicans in California represented a voluntary decline from a higher to a lower level
of civilization. California's Mexican occupants were "sending ... the country
backwards, instead of forwards, in the scale of civilization" by refusing to sufficiently
practice agriculture, and becoming uncivilized in this manner was almost worse to the
Americans than having no knowledge of agriculture at all (Bryant 1967: 336). An
American visitor to California in 1844 wrote of the missions under Mexican control
that their "splendor has departed, and ... the fields are a waste;" and in his lament
over the neglect of the mission lands: "A sad thing it is to see the furrow of
civilization turned back; the thistle usurping the place of the wheat; rank weeds
choking the vineyard, and the rose trodden in the dust (Farnham 1947: 110)."
Allowing these areas to revert to an uncultivated state reflected unfavorably on the
people who countenanced such uncivilized behaviour, asserted another American in
California, for the "picture of decay and ruin presented by this once flourishing
establishment ... speaks a language of loud condemnation against the government
(Bryant 1967: 318)."
The Mexicans were also regarded as ignorant of the true worth of the California
land, of its wonderful agricultural potential, which the Americans saw so clearly
exhibited by the products of the mission gardens. "Notwithstanding their residence of
many years" in the territory, these unperceptive peoples "failed almost entirely to
discover and altogether to appreciate its vast capabilities;" to the Americans, this
complete inability to recognize what was so readily apparent to them marked the
Mexicans even more distinctly as an inferior people (Theodore Hittell 1897: 39). The
Mexicans felt no civilized impulse to work their lands, no "pressure of any obligation
to develop and exploit them," but instead wasted them as did the Native Americans,
"making but awkward use of the one-hundredth part of [the] surface wealth" and
allowing the fertile fields so attractive to Americans to lie fallow (Quastler 1971: 67;
Beedle 1876: 168). The Mexican residents of California, to the American mind, had
failed completely to comprehend the significance and necessity of agriculture to a
society, its powers to elevate the human condition, and so "they merely lived;they
planted no trees, they ploughed few fields; and a soil which is the richest in the
world,and a climate in which the orange, the vine, the almond,and the olive flourish,
served them merely for pasture (Nordhoff 1973: 162). ,,5*

5* Editor's Note-- For another perspective on the relations
between Anglos and Mexican-Americans or Californios, see: pitt
1966.
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Mexican-Californians were described in decidedly ,uncomplimentary terms by
American writers, who labelled them lazy and ignorant, idle and thriftless, inclined to
waste the day on drink and entertainments and adverse to the suggestion of any
profitable labour. The Americans viewed them as willfully preferring their lifestyle
of prodigal leisure to the enterprising cultivation of the land, prompting one writer to
observe: "I have never seen ... since the missions were secularized, a
superabundance of provisions, not because the ground will not produce it, but because
the people are so indolent and careless, that they will not take the trouble to look after
it; and more than half the produce is eaten up by the cattle before it becomes ripe
(Wilkes 1847: 117)."
The crudeness of what little agriculture the Mexicans did undertake was a
constant lament of American writers. Descriptions of Mexican agricultural techniques
proliferated in the accounts of Americans in California, who expressed scorn for what
they deemed the "primitive" methods employed by Mexicans. One such chronicle
asserted that "husbandry is still in a very backward state, and it is fortunate that the
soil is so fertile ... or I verily believe the people would be contented to live upon
acorns. Their ploughs appear descended from the patriarchal ages," and were
reportedly often "nothing more than crooked sticks" by means of which "the earth
was simply scratched a few inches deep" to receive the casually broadcast grain
(Quastler 1971: 64; Bancroft: 2; Hittell: 472). All of these factors, the perceived
failure of the Mexicans to fully understand the potential of their country, their lack of
appreciation for agriculture, and the rudeness of their farming practices, condemned
the Mexicans in the eyes of the industrious agriculturalist Americans .and convinced
them that such a "splendid country is thrown away on its present possessors -- on men
who do not avail themselves of their natural advantages to a much higher degree than
the savages (Quastler 1971: 69)."

The Destiny of California
By an agricultural definition of right to land, then, the Native Americans and
Mexicans were clearly not entitled to California, the Americans believed, having
demonstrated their inability to manage it properly and institute a true system of
cultivation. The Native Californians, by failing to improve the earth by farming it,
had "not appropriated [the land] to themselves, nor made the destined use of its
capacity for increasing the number and the enjoyments of the human race; " to allow
California to remain in their hands would be to "condemn one of the most beautiful
and fertile tracts of the earth to perpetual sterility as the hunting ground of a few
savages (Weinberg 1935: 86, 80)." The Mexicans of California, by the same
deficiency , were rendered "unfit to control the destinies of that beautiful country
(Nordhoff 1973: 148)."

22

Americans held that California was destined for their hands, claiming that God
himself intended that they should possess this favored land because of their ability to
develop it more fully. In the "divine predestination of history," California was
reserved for the Anglos, and once they occupied her soil, "so soon thereafter as to
show a providence," the immense potential of the state was fully revealed and her
worth realized (Beedle 1876: 167-168). The Americans immediately understood the
wealth which California promised to an agricultural people, and which had remained
almost undiscovered and unexploited until their arrival; they had "barely laid their
eyes upon the country before they fully recognized its incalculable worth; and they
had scarcely entered upon its possession before they built it up into a sovereignty
(Hittell 1897: 39)." The fortunes of California, according to its American occupiers,
experienced an immediate improvement upon their assumption of her rule, for "as
slothfulness and ignorance stepped out, intelligence and industry usurped their place, "
and California, which had begun "with one of the lowest ... ends with one of the
highest phases in human society (Hittell 1897: 867; Hittell 1869: vi)."
The defense of the American appropriation ofCalifornia's lands was coupled with
a justification of the dispossession of the former occupants of California; having
proven themselves incompetent to correctly develop her resources , these groups were
regarded as having no future in a California in the hands of her destined masters. As
the Israelites on the verge of their promised land, the Americans "look upon this
beautiful land as their own Canaan, and the motley race around them as the Hittites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites , whom they are to drive out (Colton 1850: 118)." The
Native Americans, it was believed, were approaching extinction, "crumbl[ing] at the
touch of civilization", literally and ideologically unable to maintain their existence in
the face of a civilized, agricultural society; the mixed race of the Mexicans likewise
was fading away to be replaced by Caucasians. In the glorious future the Americans
envisioned for California, the land was fully cultivated by their hands and the
unworthy old races had died away: "I had another and grander dream. One hundred
years had passed, and I saw the [Santa Clara] valley, not as now, only partially tamed
... but, from river bed to mountain summit, humming with human life ... I saw a
more beautiful race in possession of this paradise -- a race in which the lost symmetry
and grace of the Greek was partially restored, the rough, harsh features of the
Oriental type gone (Markham 1914: 40; Taylor 1860: 59)."

Almond, Cherry, and Orange: The Produce of a California Dream
San Jose . . . is the garden spot of California, the Queen City of the Pacific
Coast. It is beautifully situated in the center of the valley, surrounded by the
richest fruit growing section in the world, and having within its boundaries all
the elements conducive to a happy existence (Sawyer 1922: 159).

23

In the California paradise, the Americans believed, not only was the foremost
way of life practiced in the cultivation of the soil, but the ideal form of agriculture,
that of horticulture and specifically of the cultivation of fruits, was actualized. Their
agricultural theories influenced by the tenets of their Christian faith, and particularly
by their belief in the historicity of the Garden of Eden, the Americans regarded the
garden as "the natural home of man," and fruit as his "first food (Prest 1981: 70)."
The cultivation of fruit in California was not an innovation introduced by the
Americans, but found its precedent in and was in the American period influenced by
the gardens of the Spanish missionaries. Writing of the mission gardens, Helen Hunt
Jackson said: "Each palm, orange tree, and vineyard left .on the old mission sites was
a way-signal to the new peoples; mute, yet so eloquent," pointing the way from the
tenure of the region's first cultivators to its agricultural future under American
auspices (Jackson 1890: 9). "The capacity of the country for fruit and growing was
thus first developed by these mission pioneers," and the sight of fruit and vegetables
growing untended in mission gardens calmed fears of the sterility of the California
land aroused by the forbidding appearance of the natural landscape and strengthened
American confidence in the extent and abundance of agricultural productivity in
California (Bowles 1869: 365). The mission agriculture exerted an important
influence on American cultivation in California, affecting through its products the
American concepts of what could be grown in "the state, namely fruit, providing a
model which would be followed by many of the new Californian farmers.
This replication of the first and best form of agriculture in the horticulture of
California indicated to the Americans a true return to the paradise lost with the fall of
Eden, "getting people back to the ... gardens" they were created to inhabit; for the
new agricultural Eden of California grew no common crops, but reproduced the
products of the first Eden (Markham 1914: 156). As agriculture was the superior
form of life, so the most perfect type of cultivation was the growing of fruit. Even
agriculture was divided into stages of evolution, from grains to vegetables to fruits;
and "man on the path of ages began with pastoral life and then proceeded to tillage of
soil and finally went on to horticulture (Markham 1914: 166)." California, her
American inhabitants professed, had embarked upon this highest course almost
immediately following their assumption of her control; they emphasized the
fruit-growing endeavours in the state to the exclusion of the more mundane products
she supplied, depicting California as an "almost continuous fruit garden (Warner
1891: 15)."
Under the Americans, the agriculture of California was based not on large
plantations of wheat and other grains, they averred, but "upon a prosperous and
enlightened system of horticulture, in all its glorious variety and meaning (Quastler
1971: 203)." California was seen by her residents as possessing the greatest
capacities for the production of fruit and the most perfect adaption to this best form of
agriculture. All the fruits of the world would flourish in her soil, it was said, with
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greater rapidity and in greater abundance and health than anywhere else; and her
inhabitants enjoyed a constant variety of fruits in contrast with the few seasonal kinds
available to the Americans of the East. In size and quality as well the fruits of
California surpassed those of the rest of the world, distinguishing her as "the
perfection of horticulture (Taylor 1860: 54)." The cultivation of fruit provided an
idyllic life for its practitioners, Americans believed, for "wherever horticulture, the
fair goddess who is making the whole world young once more, is crowned queen and
welcomed ... there are to be homes for the rich and poor. Whole communities of
men shall rest, each one under his own orange tree, and blessed in his own garden
(Quastler 1971: 203)."
Fruit was likewise considered by the Americans of California to be more
attractive than other crops, imparting an unparalleled beauty to the landscape;
orchards and vineyards refined their surroundings as wheatfields and cornfields did
not. One author asserted that "most of the beauty of . .. this state ... is to be
found in the fruit regions," and nothing in the world, it was said , could surpass t.he
loveliness "presented by millions of fruit trees in blossom", the springti me vista of the
Santa Clara Valley (Beedle 1876: 176; Carroll 1903: 48) . And this beauty was not
diminished when the blossoms of the valley's trees had matured: "To wander among
the great orchards in summer, when every tree is bending beneath its weight of fruit
-- purple prunes, golden apricots and yellow peaches tinted with the crimson hues of
wine -- is to walk in a terrestrial paradise like Adam before the Fall (Sawyer 1922:
138). "
The fruits of California, in their great variety and splendor, seemed to hold
special properties for the new Californians, familiar only with the limited Eastern
fruits: "Here flourish fruits whose names are music, whose scent is delight, whose
color is charm. Apricot, almond, pomegranate, nectarine, cherry, and olive, and all
their Edenic kindred. .. (Markham 1914: 10)." All the exotic fruits of the world
were described as growing in California, from the luxuries of the tropics to those of
the Mediterranean, and the produce which grew in the East only in the greenhouses of
the wealthy thrived in the open air of California. These glamorous new fruits, from
oranges to persimmons, guavas to quinces, possessed seductive qualities for their
American growers; a California preacher suggested that "could it be shown that the
primitive Eden bore as many fruits pleasant to the taste, it would add a new pang to
the thought of original sin (LillardI966: 54)." The orange particularly exemplifies the
allure of the California fruits for the Americans. This citrus fruit inspired many
Americans to praise its beauty and bounty, its foliage and fragrance, attributing to it
the "bridal odor that breathed over Eden (Markham 1914: 230)." The orange was
reminiscent of history and mythology, of the Mediterranean and the Middle East;
termed the "golden apple of the Hesperides," its resplendent appearance "made one
think of the Arabian Nights ' Tales (Jackson 1890: 13)." Aside from its attractive
aspect and delicious flavour, the orange became for the Americans a symbol of their
agricultural paradise in California, of her perfect climate and fertile earth , of all the
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wonderful crops produced by her soil. Evocative of sunshine and lands of tropical
ease in its color and appearance in winter, it was the perfect advertisement for
California with its "tale of sunny lands and cloudless skies ... Orange groves and
orange blossoms are full of pleasant suggestions, and the home of the orange is the
Eden of dwellers of northerly climes (New York Times 1887: 4)." Fruit, with its
special qualities was indeed seen as a paradisiacal crop; and as the produce of
California it created a link with the real Eden, separating California's agricultural
paradise even further from the common crops grown elsewhere.

Doing a Sacred Past One Better
The California Eden was constructed and conceived of by the Americans in
accordance with an Old World, and specifically a Mediterranean, model. The crops
of the Mediterranean were planted in California, which served both to validate the
young state through the heritage thus invoked and to emulate Eden through the
cultivation of the crops of the biblical lands. The missions had first established the
viability of Biblical and Mediterranean crops in California for the Americans who saw
" the olive of Mt. Ararat and Mt. Olivet, the grapes, pomegranates and figs of Eschol
and the oranges of the Hesperides being freely used as the commonest missionary
munitions to win California's first war against barbarism (Wickson 1923: 165)."
These products not only symbolized that the wilderness of California was not
unrelieved, but they also had a psychological impact, creating in their American
beholders through their historical association with the most glorious cultures of the
past an impression of impending civilization which would be realized under American
control.
In the American period, California was compared to the Mediterranean in its
climate, agricultural capacities, and products. The touchstones of this analogy were
the Old World plants themselves, and their growth in California was interpreted as a
connection with the civilization and paradisiacal qualities of southern Europe and the
Middle East. These crops were the fruits of the bible and the Mediterranean,
particularly the grape, fig, and the olive; they represented the glorious culture and
civilization of the region, made venerable by their place in its history. To the
nineteenth century American mind, the olive was "the most noble of all the fruits of
the world," the grape "honoured in the thought and imagination of men;" they had
been revered by the greatest societies of the world, planted and consumed by the most
heroic figures in history (Truman 1874: 85). One author pronounced: "these three
products of California have a history which chains the imagination to the glories of
the past. They lead up to the whole philosophy of the splendid civilization which
ages ago flourished on the banks of the Euphrates and threw a glamor over the whole
region of Galilee ... The Iberian peninsula, Bagdad and the tales of the Arabian
Nights, Asia Minor and the story of the Cross ... sang ages ago the wonderful song
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that California is singing to-day; and here in this day and generation we are reviving
the dawn of ancient glory (Hanson 1896: 105)."
California was to the Americans, however, "the Garden of the world, a garden
with which no other country can vie (Jackson 1890: 9)." In accordance with this
image, she was seen as surpassing the Old World, not merely similar to or an
imitation of the Mediterranean, but actually superior to it, equated with and regarded
as fulfilling the mythologies of the region. While California followed the pattern of
the Mediterranean in the crops which were planted, her soil was regarded as
improving these fruits. As the "best grape country in the world," California yielded
from her vineyards on average twice as many grapes per acre as the grape-growing
nations of southern Europe, with the expenditure of far less labor and a much lower
risk of failure and disease than threatened the vines of the Mediterranean (Bancroft
1890: 50). Her olives were better than those of any Old World country, and were
similarly less likely to be destroyed by adverse weather conditions. California herself
was regarded as exceeding the Mediterranean in her environment as well as her crops,
in her weather and topography and fertility; she seemed to possess all the benefits of
the Old World without its problems. Termed the "Italy of the New World",
California was, one author pronounced, "a Mediterranean without marshes and
without malaria ... a more equable climate, warmer winters and cooler summers .
. this corner of the United States will produce in abundance and year after year
without failure, all the fruits and nuts which for a thousand years the civilized world
of Europe has looked to the Mediterranean to supply (Warner 1891: 18)."
California thus excelled the countries which had been most reputed throughout
history for their agriculture. She was considered to be all the"countries of the Old
World at once, uniting in her lands "the hushed benediction of the skies of Italy, .
the quick fruitfulness of Egypt's ancient sands nourished by the Nile ... the
luxuriance of Sahara's chance oases watered by the desert wells ... the color and
perfume of the rose-gardens of Persia (Markham 1914: 155)." California possessed
all the virtues of climate and production of every part of Europe together with none of
their defects, and through her synthesis of all their best qualities, she seemed to
achieve a perfection reached by none of these nations individually.
After only a few years under cultivation, California's farming regions became "at
harvest time a colossal horn for the hungry world," providing food sufficient to
supply the needs of all its people (Markham 1914: 3). The region was no longer
dependent on imports from other nations, her own fruits supplanting those of the
world in her own markets; and her produce would replace the traditional crops of her
rivals in the marketplaces of the world. "Here," the Americans believed, "is a country
destined to drive Italy and the world out of oranges, lemons, olives, prunes, and
wines . .. (Hanson 1896: 96)." In fact, California was depicted as attaining the
glory of Old World myths, bringing these ancient stories to life in her fields and
orchards. Numerous Americans found parallels between her climate and produce and
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the western gardens of Greek legends in which were produced the golden apples of
Atalanta; leaving a California farm in a carriage embellished with gifts of oranges and
boughs, Helen Hunt Jackson wrote, "As I drove away thus, my lap filled with bloom
and golden fruit, canopies of golden fruit over my head, I said to myself often:
'Fables are prophecies. The Hesperides have come true. '(Jackson 1890: 128)."

The Citizens of a Paradise Approached
And what of the people who graced this new American Italy? According to the
nineteenth century American theory of agriculture, the best lifestyle involved the rural
cultivation of the soil , and the most ideal form of this rural life was that of the
yeoman, or small farmer. Neither rich nor poor, common laborer nor aristocrat, he
occupied "that sweetly contented middle state between hut and palace," the grandest
state in human history (Smith 1950: 213). The smaIl farmer was reminiscent of a
better, simpler time in society, and in his simplicity possessed a virtue which the rich
did not. This idealized yeoman was seen as a patriotic figure, as the symbol of the
American republic; he and his feIlows, wrote one American, "constitute our pride,
efficiency, and strength; they are our defense in war, our ornaments in peace (Smith
1950: 134)." "The smaIl landholders," according to Thomas Jefferson, "are the
most precious part of a state;" they comprised ' both the safeguard and the foundation
of democracy, their land granting them the independence necessary to perform the
work of government through their vote (Smith 1950: 128). And unlike the European
system, which allowed for both the huge estates of the landed nobility and the
landless poverty of the peasants, each yeoman farmer owned a small plot of land,
none possessing either a title or disproportionate wealth to mar the equality which was
the virtue of the yeomanry .
William Smythe, writing almost a century after Jefferson, concurred with this
concept of the role of the yeoman as the mainstay of the democracy and the state in
his descriptions of agriculture in California; he stated that California supported the
small farm, which "blesses its proprietor with industry and independence and crowns
Americans described California as
him with social equality (Smythe 1899: 43)."
experiencing "a renaissance of small farms", a resurgence of some remembered past
in which this best state of agriculture prevailed, through which would be created "a
vast city in the country, so to speak--a city in which each home will be surrounded by
ten or twenty acres of irrigated land, capable of producing all the fruit and vegetables,
eggs and poultry, needed by the family (Markham 1914: 106; Hanson 1896:108)."
The writers of the time .1n entioned only the small farms, ignoring the ones of greater
size, although large properties existed, the tradition of the Spanish and Mexican land
grants continued in huge, grain-producing American ranches.
As the garden of America and the world, then, California was represented by the
Americans as the realization of the ideal of a society of small farms. They saw and
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depicted California according to this model, as a man-made paradise populated by the
idealized yeoman. This concept of a California of small farms contributed to the
image of the California paradise; for not only was the land transformed by
agriculture, but agriculture existed in the region in its most perfect state. The small
farm was presented as viable, and a society based on this entity as possible in
California as nowhere else. For while elsewhere in America and the world a farmer
needed a large section of land on which to plant his traditional crops of grains, and
was forced to perform constant and back-breaking labour to support his family and
earn a meagre profit from the earth, very small plots would provide both security and
a life of relative ease for the California yeomen who "liv[ed] luxuriously on small
sections of paradise (Smythe 1899: 122)."
California's fruit industries were held responsible for the proliferation of the small
farms and the conditions that characterized them. The yields and values of these
fruits which could not be grown so successfully or in such variety elsewhere far
exceeded those of the crops of other regions, and thus enough could be grown on a
few acres to support their owner. These plants, too, did not require as intensive
tending as other crops, and thus their cultivators were "lifted above the ordinary
drudgery of farm labor," reaping high returns with only light work in an agreeable
environment (Quastler 1971: 213) . Greater returns were realized and better working
conditions prevailed on the small-scale farms of California than on the far larger ones
in other regions, the Americans asserted; in the words of one California resident and
author, "In no country in the world can so much be produced, whether in quantity or
value, by the same labor as in ... California. Nowhere can people find so much
leisure from manual toil (Hanson 1896: 53)." For the small farmer, this was
"undoubtedly the best part of the United States ... they make more money from
twenty acres in California than they made from 160 acres in any of the other states
and for far less labor (Truman 1883: 43)."
In addition to the greater profits offered by California small farming than the
agriculture of any size in any other state, it afforded a lifestyle without the hardships
of "exposure and drudgery (Carroll 1903: 131)." In fact, the small-scale cultivation
in California was regarded as quite healthy, so much so that it was prescribed to
American invalids as therapy for their illnesses. Exhorting a sick friend to join him
in recovering on a small farm in California, a former native of Ohio attested: "You
will have no trouble in playing farmer. Take two or three years of this, and you will
be again in the physical condition a man ought to have (Baur 1950: 354) ." The
conditions on Californian small farms were thought so amenable and the work so easy
that even convalescents were able to bear and in fact benefit by them.
According to the Americans of the state, the produce of the California earth was
sufficient to provide a comfortable living for the small farmer after less than five
years of cultivation, and even to "develop an income which permits the owner to live
in elegance (Hanson 1896: 83)." One self-described typical farmer claimed to have
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paid his full annual expenses with the first year's crop from his twenty acres; the
second year he predicted would bring him over five thousand dollars in profit, and in
the third, "I am planning to take my family for six months to Europe, and I expect
thereafter to have four or five months for travel every year, with sufficient means
from my twenty acres to go where my wife and children may wish to go (Thayer
1888: 693)." The ease and brevity of the toil on the small farms of California
resulted in the attraction of a yeoman of a different character than the average farmer;
no other country, one Californian believed, could claim that "so many of the actual
cultivators of the soil are men of education and refinement --'gentlemen farmers'
(Hanson 1896: 108)." With such a class of farmers, and the abundance from the soil,
the small farms of the Santa Clara Valley took on the appearance of "elegant
homesteads," assuming an "atmosphere of gracious living and measured prosperity
(Starr 1973: 202)."
But the moderate wealth and refined lifestyle of the small farms of California was
not reserved for anyone group, rich or poor; in accordance with the traditional
meaning of the small farm, the Americans associated the yeomanry of California with
equality. The American dream was united with agriculture in the person of the small
farmer of California; in that capacity, "the right sort of 'poor man' can get ahead in
this country rather better than anywhere else in the world," in only a few years
realizing a profit in the tens of thousands of dollars from an initial investment in the
soil of less than one thousand dollars (Hanson 1896: 88). The accounts of the
Americans maintained that the small farmer was able to lead a life with all the
adornments of civilization usually restricted to the wealthy, but available to him at a
very low cost; he could "live there in comfort, in what might be called luxury
elsewhere, by the cultivation of the soil, all far removed from poverty and much
above the condition of the majority of inhabitants of the foreign wine and
fruit-producing countries (Warner 1891: 91)."
The small farmer in California did not by any means always attain perfect health,
wealth, and a lifestyle of comfort. But a strong mythology built up in which the
Californian yeoman was depicted as enjoying the greatest blessings of civilization, the
best advantages of life, without sacrificing the equality and modesty of his position.
It was the small farmer whom the Americans saw as the gardener of the California
Eden, and the California of the yeoman which they deemed a true paradise, "a land
of small farms and gardens, highly cultivated, in all the valleys and on the foothills; a
land, therefore, of luxuriance and great productiveness ... without any poverty, and
without excessive wealth (Hanson 1896: 109)."

Eden Attained
In sum, the Garden of Eden served as the principal model for the entire
transformation effected on the California landscape by the Americans. They viewed
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their experiences in California in accordance with the templates provided them by
their culture: they had found a wilderness and had been compelled to create a paradise
from it. In the end, they regarded their efforts as a success; the literature of the
period is replete with references to California as the "Second Eden", "an earthly
paradise rivaling in beauty Eden's primitive garden;" as well as with descriptions of
California's mythical qualities which clearly paralleled those attributed in the
traditions of the American residents of California to paradise itself (Truman 1874:
21; Quastler 1971: 111). Paradise to the Americans was the Christian Eden, a fertile
garden with a temperate climate, and the aspect of a perpetual spring. The earth in
this paradise readily produced its fruits for man in response to his slightest efforts,
demanding only the lightest of toil from him. Its plants yielded fruit in great
abundance continuously throughout the year; it was a microcosm of the world in its
crops, gathering together and supporting with its soil the flora of every region on the
earth (Prest 1981).
In the nineteenth-century accounts of Americans in California, the conditions
ascribed to agriculture corresponded precisely with these conceptualizations of Eden's
characteristics. California was in her climate "one of the most favored zones on the
earth," experiencing only two seasons, those of spring and summer, with none of the
killing frosts and cold winters which limited agriculture elsewhere in the world
(Bancroft 1890: 4). The mildness of California's climate was attributed in part to
man's intervention, to his implementation of agriculture; "in full keeping with the
transformed landscape," wrote one Californian of the Santa Clara Valley, "is the
change in climate ... here by art and labour, [man] has reversed the processes of
nature and constrained the course of the seasons (Foote 1888: 17-19)." Planting and
harvesting were not restricted by weather conditions to one short period, as they were
in the East, but awaited the leisure of the farmer. No facilities were necessary to
store the crops of field and orchard; they could remain where they grew until they
were ready for market. Harvests, it was claimed, were not hurried by anxiety over
the possibility of rain in the perennially balmy climes of California, and fruits could
even be left on the tree from one year to the next without fear of any harm to their
quality or flavour. The fertility of the California earth, as that of Eden, was
considered to be unsurpassed. Crops could be produced in the same field every year,
in certain cases for as many as twenty consecutive years, without any exhaustion of
the soil; in fact, the land was thought to bear superior fruits after two crops than at
first planting.
California plants apparently grew with startling rapidity: "fruit trees are said to
advance as far in three years in this earthly paradise as in seven at the Eastern
seaboard (Thayer 1888: 690)." Instances of particularly fantastic growth were
reported frequently, including those of a cherry tree which increased its height by
fourteen feet in one year, and an apricot tree whose diameter grew three inches in the
same time period. Trees in California were said to bear at half the age of their
counterparts elsewhere, and an orchard in the state began to produce after an average
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time lapse of two years following its establishment, rather than after the four or five
years necessary to' reach maturity in the East. Crops were as abundant as they were
rapid in their growth, yielding up to three times as much as in other regions, and they
were represented as attaining fabulous sizes. The fruits of other nations were
lilliputian in comparison with the mammoth products of California's orchards and
gardens, one author asserted: "walking down a glen, between rounded masses of
orange colored rock, you see, at last, that they are only pumpkins, weighing two
hundred and sixty pounds apiece! What is this silvery globe, the size of your head?
Bless me, an onion! Are those turnips, or paving-stones? White columns of celery,
rising from the floor , curl their crisp leaves over your head; those green war-clubs
are cucumbers; and these legs , cut off at the groin and clad in orange tights, are
simply carrots! (Taylor 1860: 114)."
The yields of California's crops were not confined to a brief season; rather, the
whole year was a growing time, and each month brought its own harvests.
Fruit-picking, it was said, never ceased throughout the year, and California's fruits
and vegetables were in constant, inexhaustible supply, some fresh produce becoming
available every day. California also was depicted in the American works of the
nineteenth century as growing crops of great variety, the natives of every nation from
Southern Africa to Northern Europe. Side by side in her soil were raised all the
fruits of the world, the best products of the temperate and tropical zones, as well as
of the colder regions of the north: the olive and the apple, the pear and the orange,
the pumpkin and the banana all thrived together on the same lands. The plants of all
regions seemed to flourish and attain a higher quality in California than in their
original homes: "As one views the varied host of plants it really appears to him as
though Nature had called a convention of the vegetable kingdom ... and seeing the
harmony which prevails, she has concluded not to send them back; but bids them
stay, flourish, fructify, beautify their adopted home, and consider themselves
naturalized (Hall 1871: 446) ."
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CHAPTER 4

CONCLUSIONS
The natural world of the Native Californians was destroyed by agriculture, the
grasslands ploughed under and replaced with fields and crops, the oaks of the
woodlands felled to form the building materials for habitations and fences, to provide
the sites for orchards and houses. The beauty of the pre-contact California
environment was plundered for the raw materials of cultivation and the lifestyle of the
farmer, for soil and wood and water. In the twentieth century a second round of
human intervention and destruction has taken place. The California Eden of the
nineteenth century American has been paved over, transformed into the technological
and entertainment center of America if not the world; the Santa Clara Valley, once
called the garden of the world, the "Valley of Heart's Delight," has become Silicon
Valley, the producer not of fruit but of computer chips. Agriculture continues to be
an integral part of the economy of the state, but it is confined to the large farms of
the Central Valley, no longer the mainstay of the Santa Clara Valley; all that remains
of the valley's past as an agricultural center, the source of a large proportion of the
nation's fruit, from cherries to prunes, are the streets that bear their names.
The cultivation of California promised to provide homes for millions; these have
taken the form of suburbs built atop former farms and orchards. Residence and
labour in the fresh and mild air of a small farm in California were once recommended
to invalids for health purposes; today pollution contaminates this air and the lungs of
those who breath it. This new change of California's landscape represents a more
complete departure from its natural state than any undertaken in the past. The
twentieth-century transformations of California are far more irreversible than the
agricultural ones of the two previous centuries; her grasslands are now forced to
submit to concrete rather than new plants, and the oaks which were only partially
replaced with fruit trees are now completely destroyed in favor of condominiums.
Agriculture may have had negative repercussions on the native plants and
environments of California, but her translation from farmlands to industrial center has
had effects which are deleterious to the environment as a whole. In light of these
recent developments in California's landscape, attempts to preserve and remind of her
rich natural heritage have become more important than ever. The efforts at
restoration currently undertaken at Santa Clara University integrate elements of both
the native and agricultural phases of California's history, including both the recreation
of natural habitats and the creation of community gardens. The third stage of
California's history, that of industry and development of the land, dominates the Santa
Clara Valley and surrounds the university campus; through this new project, the first
two stages will also be illustrated on the university lands. This program of
redevelopment offers a unique opportunity to revive and explore the heritage of the
Santa Clara Valley, to render its past manifest; it has become now more important
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than ever to ensure the preservation of California's natural and agricultural landscapes
in these replicas into a future where there promises to be even less open land.
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